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utmost effort of Carthage could not have supplied an army
large enough for such a task. Therefore, while awaiting
reinforcements from Carthage and Spain and from Philip of
Macedonia, Hannibal continued to subdue those allies of
Rome who still held out against him in southern and central
Italy, especially in Campania; and he manoeuvred in such
a way as to force the Romans to fight one more battle
which would certainly end in the defeat of the Roman com-
manders.
But the Romans were determined to reverse their plan of
campaign and to fight no more battles. The war had now
become a war of exhaustion. The Roman army, skilfully
led by Quintus Fabius, surnamed Cunctator, ' The Delayer',
by Marcellus in Sicily, and by Tiberius Gracchus, dogged the
steps of the invader, trying to seize his baggage and to save
the cities in Campania and south Italy which still held out
against him, and, as far as possible, to drive him out from the
cities he had already taken. Outside Italy the struggle was
carried on with all the more activity, in order to isolate
Hannibal entirely and prevent him from getting reinforce-
ments from any source whatever. The most considerable
operations were begun in Spain even before the battle of
Cannae. Active steps were taken against Philip V, king of
Macedonia and an ally of Hannibal. Fearing that he might
invade Italy the Romans sent a powerful fleet to keep a sharp
eye on the Adriatic and hinder descents upon the coast. When
Philip tried to seize the Greek city of Apollonia, in order to
use its harbour as a base for his contemplated invasion of
Italy, the Adriatic fleet sailed to the rescue and delivered the
city from the Macedonians. Finally, in 212 B. c., when
Philip's victories in Illyria and conquest of the excellent
harbour at Lissus, together with Hannibal's capture of
Tarentum, made a Macedonian invasion seem almost inevi-
table, Rome raised up against Philip a strong coalition in
Greece, headed by the Aetolians, and promised them money
and military support. And Philip was actually prevented
by the war in Greece from taking an active part with Hannibal
against the Romans in Italy. And lastly, Rome endeavoured
to weaken Carthaginian influence in Sicily, where Syracuse,
influenced by the death of Hiero II and Hannibal's victorious
career, had renounced her alliance with Rome and taken up
a hostile attitude.

